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He has therefore got a long way to go, having entered
into a religion, however nominally, in which the essential
is a new life and a fine character. It is a slow and laborious
process ; but the old missionaries were faithful and patient.
No doubt many of the converts reverted to type. Many
absorbed but imperfectly the new teaching, and to many
Christianity remained only an escape from the stigma of
untouchability or a fire insurance against the terrors of
hell. But a large number really got hold of the essentials
of Christ's teaching, and tried to lead a new kind of life.
Though, in most cases, years were required, and, in some
cases, two or three generations, yet in the end splendid
results have been produced. As for those who grumble
about the poor quality of Indian Christians, I wish I could
'bring them to Neyyoor and introduce them to some of
our doctors, nurses, and orderlies. The majority of these
come from families who went over, a village at a time,
in a mass movement, to an extremely nominal form of
Christianity some generations ago. Now we have got their
great-grandchildren with us at Neyyoor, spending their
Hves in the relief of pain and in helping their less fortunate
fellow-men, many of them attaining a high standard of
life and character.

Such men and women are a living and striking witness
to the power of Christ, when faithfully presented and
properly understood, to transform character and life.
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